
AIAA Houston Section Horizons September / October 2011 Page 1 

Hubble Revisited on NASAôs 50th Anniversary 

AIAA Houston Section www.aiaa-houston.org September / October 2011  Volume 37, Issue 2 

Congressman Pete Olson 
AIAA Houston Section Dinner Meeting Speaker 

 
 



AIAA Houston Section Horizons September / October 2011 Page 2 

September / October 2011  

Cover: General Joe Engle, STS-2 Commander, and our dinner meeting guest 

speaker Congressman Pete Olson. Music by Grammy nominee Lydia Salnikova. 

Pete remembers Joe as his football coach: ñHead up, tail down!ò AIAA Associ-

ate Fellow Michael Kezirian is also shown. Image credits: Ellen Gillespie & 

Josh Daniels (right column), Douglas Yazell (left column). 

From the Chair / AIAA Houston Section Annual Technical Symposium 3 

From the Editor 4 

GRAIL Takes a Roundabout Route to Lunar Orbit, by Dan Adamo 6 

Congressman Pete Olson,  Guest Speaker at our Sectionôs Dinner Meeting 10 

ñHigh Altitudeò, a Rocket Launch Competition for High School Students  12 

Norman Augustine at Rice: The Greatest Obstacle to Human Space Travel   16 

The 1940 Air Terminal Museum at Hobby Airport  17 

Project Leyel, by Jean-Luc Chanel of our French Sister Section 18 

100 Year Starship Symposium, by Douglas Yazell 21 

Shuttle-Derived Personnel Launch Vehicle, by Scott Lowther 22 

Current Events 24 

Staying Informed: Mike Moses (Virgin Galactic), James C. McLane III 25 

Section News (AIAA Houston Section) 26 

Page 28: Calendar, Page 29: Cranium Cruncher & NASA SLS Graphic 28 

The Experimental Aircraft Association, EAA Chapter 12 (Houston) 30 

Aeronautics & Astronautics Artwork, by Don Kulba 31 

List of Conference Papers by AIAA Houston Section Authors 32 

The Back Cover (NASA GRAIL Spacecraft Launch Vehicle Image) 36 

  

  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Horizons is a bimonthly publication of the Houston Section 

of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

 
Douglas Yazell 

Editor 

Past Editors: Jon Berndt & Dr. Steven Everett  
Editing team: Don Kulba, Ellen Gillespie, Robert Bere-

mand 

Regular contributors: Dr. Steven Everett, Don Kulba, 
Philippe Mairet, Alan Simon, Shen Ge, Scott Lowther 

Contributors this issue: Daniel Adamo, Glenda Reyes, Dr. 

Benjamin Longmier, Carlos Salamanca, Jean-Luc 
Chanel 

 

AIAA Houston Section 

Executive Council 
 

Sean Carter 

Chair 
Councilors 

 

Ellen Gillespie 

Brian Banker 

Matt Johnson 
Clay Stangle 

Melissa Kronenberger 

Sarah Barr 
Donald Barker 

Shirley Brandt 

Holly Feldman 
Gabe Garrett 

 

www.aiaa-houston.org 

This newsletter is created by members of the Houston section. Opinions expressed herein other than 

by elected Houston section officers belong solely to the authors and do not necessarily represent the 

position of AIAA or the Houston section. Unless explicitly stated, in no way are the comments of 
individual contributors to Horizons to be construed as necessarily the opinion or position of AIAA, 

NASA, its contractors, or any other organization. All articles in Horizons, unless otherwise noted, 

are the property of the individual contributors. Reproduction/republishing in any form except lim-
ited excerpts with attribution to the source, will require the express approval of the individual au-

thors. Please address all newsletter correspondence to editor-in-chief ñatò aiaa-houston.org. 

Julie Read 
Vice-Chair, Operations 

 

Operations 
Dr. Gary Turner 

Angela Beck 

Shen Ge 
Melissa Gordon 

Lisa Voiles 

Rafael Munoz 
Svetlana Hanson 

Michael Frostad 

Dr. Benjamin Longmier 
Matthew Easterly 

Douglas Yazell 

Gary Cowan 
Joel Henry 

Alan Sisson 

 

 
Dr. Satya Pilla 

Vice-Chair, Technical 

 
Technical 

Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV 

Bebe Kelly-Serrato 
Dr. Zafar Taqvi 

Bill Atwell 

Sheikh Ahsan 
William West 

Paul Nielson 

Dr. Steven E. Everett 
Gary Brown 

Dr. Kamlesh Lulla 

Ludmila Dmitriev-Odier 
 

HOUSTO N 

 T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S 

2005 2006 

Horizons and AIAA Houston Web Site 

AIAA National Communications Award Winner 

2007 

Daniel Nobles 
Chair-Elect 

 

Sarah Shull 

Past Chair 

Irene Chan 
Secretary 

 

John Kostrzewski 
Treasurer 

http://www.aiaa-houston.org/orgchart


AIAA Houston Section Horizons September / October 2011 Page 3 

Page 3 

Early Warning Flyer for Our Sectionôs Annual 
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SEAN CARTER, CHAIR, ELLEN GILLESPIE & DR. SATYA PILLA 

From the Chair 
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Sean Carter is generously 

donating the space for his 

column this month. Once he 

starts writing his Chairôs col-

umn, we will have trouble 

limiting him to one page per 

issue!  


